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Editor’s Note 
Mark Randal 

  Since the last issue of Stemma was released the Hoya community has lost two of its greatest and 
most steadfast pioneers- Ted Green and Torill Nyhuus. 

  Ted Green died on July 21st, 2022 at the age of 100, in Hawaii, where he has lived for just over 
80 years. 
  Ted was a landscape architect, a decorated WWII veteran, an adventurous plant collector, and 
highly active in the Hoya and Orchid communities in Hawaii and internationally for many 
decades. 
 Ted wrote, in the 1980s, some material for The Hoyan, Christine Burton’s long running Hoya 
newsletter for the Hoya Society International. He later wrote for and became involved in 
producing Fraterna, the newsletter of the International Hoya Association. He has published or 
coauthored 29 species, 20 of which are Hoya, 22 if you count Hoyas previously published as 
Eriostemmas, which Ted at times did not. 
 In my experience, Ted was a funny, intense character who could never resist a wisecrack and was 
always ready to listen and provide guidance if you had any sort of question about Hoya history or 
taxonomy. I’ll miss him. 
 Rachel Colette Conroy has a remembrance of Ted with a brief history and some shared stories 
from friends of his starting on page 27 of this issue. 

 Torill Nyhuus died on October 17th, 2022 in Stockholm, Sweden. She was born on April 1, 1948. 
 She had been interested in plants, and especially Hoya, since before she could remember, and 
became particularly interested in Hoya in the 1980s, when she heard that in America there were 8 
available, as opposed to the four commonly available in Sweden. 
 Torill joined the Svenska Hoyasällskapet (Swedish Hoya Society) in 1996 and soon began going 
on collecting trips with Ted Green, Dale Kloppenburg, and Eva-Karin Wiberg (who was at that time 
the president of the SH). 
 Torill eventually became, for a time, president of the SH herself, and editor of its bulletin: 
Hoyatelegrafen. 
 She has coauthored three Hoya species and one, Hoya nyhuusiae, is named after her. 
 For many years Torill lived in a moderately sized apartment in a suburb of Stockholm which was 
filled to capacity with Hoya (at one point over 400), mostly growing under artificial lighting and 
many in specially outfitted glass cases with careful temperature and humidity controls, seemingly 
to the exclusion of some amenities like sofas or tables. It is fairly common now to see collectors 
growing large numbers of exotic, heat loving plants in their homes. Just look at any specialty 
tropical plant group on Facebook and you will see images of walls of glass cabinets (mostly, 
ironically, from Ikea- perhaps Torill was secretly a consultant?) lining peoples living rooms and 
bedrooms. Farther back than 5 years or so this style of very dense indoor growing was uncommon 
outside of Scandinavia, but this is how Torill and many other Nordic growers have been growing 
their collections of Hoya for decades. You can see a video tour of Torill’s home here. 
 We will have more content about Torill in the next issue of Stemma, but you can find a moving 
testament from her to Ted Green in the article celebrating his life included in this issue. ✿ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4f_KIujYS0A


Hoya imbricata Decne. 
Vespirs Blake Hackney 

Hoya imbricata was one of the very first Hoya that I acquired, and it holds a special 
place in my heart. It seemed a curious member of the genus, and helped fuel my growing 
appreciation for myrmecophytic Asclepiads. There are many examples of Hoya species that live 
symbiotic lives with native arboreal ant colonies, but H. imbricata is perhaps the most iconic 
example. The bizarre appearance and growth habit, along with a widely overlooked 
nomenclatural history, create an exciting obscurity. 

Reviewing the literature reveals several names, some of which are erroneously in use 
throughout the hobby. Along with a plethora of other species within the genus, H. imbricata 
deserves a spotlight in order to maintain clarity in areas where information may often become 
muddied. This article will be an exploration of the taxonomy, as well as the ecology of Hoya 
imbricata. 

4

Figure 1: A collection of Hoya imbricata with a yellow corona from 
Visayas (Sierra Bullones, Bohol). Photo: Farley Baricuatro



Taxonomic History 

 In 1840, Joseph Maxime Marie Calléry, a French-Italian ordained priest, sinologist, and 
botanist, collected two specimens of a peculiar epiphytic vine during his travels sailing for China 
and Korea as a missionary. He called them Hoya imbricata - a name that at the time was 
unpublished. They were collected from Luzon, the largest and northernmost major island in the 
Philippine archipelago. Calléry brought them back to France and presented them to the 
Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris, where they still reside today. 

  
In 1844, French botanist and agriculturalist Joseph Decaisne was working as the Assistant 
Naturalist for Rural Botany at Jardin des Plantes under his mentor, Adrien-Henri de Jussieu, 
when he came across the specimens that Calléry had collected while studying material that had 
been brought back by travelers and explorers returning from their journeys. 
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Figures 2 & 3: Joseph Calléry’s collections. Left: Decaisne’s syntype specimen. Right: 
selected lectotype specimen.



In Volume 8, page 637 of Prodromus Systematis Naturalis Regni Vegetabilis you can 
find Decaisne’s diagnosis roughly translated from Latin: 
  

“ ** Orbicular leaves overlapping with alternate abortion. 

23. H. IMBRICATA, climbing root, unilateral abortion of leaves, pleated overlapping 
circular above with convex avenues below venous margins edges reflexed, peduncles 
many-flowered, on slender glabrous pedicels, calyx short, lacy corolla sharp triangular, 
corona stam. fol. above with convex margins revolving around an angle. stretched 
membrane of the anthers attached to the apex of the stigma: broad, with smooth 
follicles; a bush climbing a tree. the trunks are attached very closely together. in Calawan 
mountain forests in the Philippine islands. Hoya imbricata Calléry mss. h. Mus. par. 
Deless. icon. select. vol. 5. (v. s. h. Mus. par.)” 
 

Here we have the 
original publication of Hoya 
imbricata, which notes many of 
the characteristic 
morphological features of the 
species. Decaisne utilized one 
of Calléry’s collections as one 
of the syntype specimens, and 
honored the H. imbricata name 
that had been given to them, 
with the specific epithet 
meaning “overlapping”, 
referring to the arrangement of 
the leaves. 

Jumping forward to 
1919, Dutch botanist Sijfert 
Hendrik Koorders published 
his attempt at revising this 
unique Hoya, along with 
describing a new, allied 
species in The Philippine 
Journal of Science Volume 15. 
He utilizes Decaisne’s original 
description, and goes on to 
reference a herbarium 
specimen which was sent to 
him by American botanist and 
taxonomist Elmer Drew Merrill. 
The voucher was on loan from 
the herbarium of the Bureau of 
Science in Manila. 
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Figure 4: Decaisne’s selected 
syntype illustration.



Merrill 2363 was a collection made by Merrill while in the Philippines, specifically on the 
island of Luzon, in the province of Rizal, near Tanay, where it is said that Calléry’s original 
collection, one of the syntypes, was found. Merrill labeled this voucher “Hoya imbricata Decne.” 
and annotated it with “This should be typical H. imbricata. Leaves mottled, green and purple”. It 
consisted of a vine with four overlapping leaf blades, and a flowered inflorescence, along with a 
paper capsule containing a “single true leaf”. According to Koorders, this specimen was overtly 
similar to Decaisne’s original description and selected syntypes, so much so that it is stated that 
it could be considered a topotype of Hoya imbricata. He goes on to give this specimen a latin  

 description, noting: 
1. a completely glabrous and smooth 
adaxial surface of the leaf blades  
2. unicellular, thread-like hairs 
protruding from each epidermal cell on 
the abaxial surface of the leaf blades 
He names this specimen (Merrill 
2363): Hoya imbricata Decne. forma 
typica Koord. - a name invalid 
according to Section 5, Article 24.3 of 
the International Code of 
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and 
plants (ICN), and cited as such in 
further publications. This was his 
attempt at establishing an autonym 
prior to his following diagnosis of a 
new form of the species. 

Koorders then begins his description of 
said new form, one that he names 
Hoya imbricata Decne. forma basi-
subcordata Koord. His description of this 
form notes: 
1.the leaf blade bases being clearly 
subcordate, meaning nearly heart-
shaped. (also where the infraspecific 
epithet is derived from, meaning “base-
cordate”) 

2. flowers being typical to that of 
Calléry’s syntype specimen 
He cites three syntype specimens for 
this new form: BS 18893 (McGregor), 
Copeland 399, and BS 24910 (Edaño), 
all apparently loaned from the Bureau 
of Science in Manila. 
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Figure 5: Illustration of Koorders’  
Hoya imbricata f. typica (nom. inval.).



 
Koorders concludes with describing a new species, one he names Hoya pseudomaxima Koord. 
He lists BS 22089 (Ramos), a specimen loaned from the Bureau of Science, collected in 
Bosoboso, in the Rizal Province on the island of Luzon, in 
the Philippines as the type specimen. In his description, he 
notes: 
 1. a completely glabrous adaxial and abaxial 
surface of the leaf blades, also lacking cuticular 
protuberances 
 2. flowers being typical to that of Calléry’s syntype 
specimen of Hoya imbricata 
  

Koorders remarks that H. pseudomaxima is 
endemic to the Philippines, and it seems that his motivation 
for making this new designation is the glabrous leaf blades 
lacking cuticular humps, which he contrasts against his 
twelve collections from Sulawesi that he states have an 
adaxial surface covered in cuticular protuberances as well 
as a downy hair, which at the time he knew to be Hoya 
maxima. 
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Figures 6 & 7: Illustrations of Koorders’ Hoya imbricata f. basi-
subcordata.

Figure 8: Illustration of Koorders’ Hoya 
pseudomaxima.



Hoya maxima (H.Karst.) Warb. 

In 1895, 51 years after Decaisne published Hoya imbricata, German botanist, and 
geologist Gustav Karl Wilhelm Hermann Karsten, in Annales du Jardin botanique de Buitenzorg 
Volume 12, described and named a new species in what was at the time the Conchophyllum 
genus (now considered a section of the Dischidia genus): Conchophyllum maximum H.Karst.  

Following this publication, Karsten’s C. maximum made waves due to the seemingly 
bizarre and fascinating description he gave, which painted a picture of a plant with blooms 
typical to that of the Conchophyllum (Dischidia) genus, and large, orbicular, imbricate leaves 
that had a habit of unilateral abortion. Karsten gives the following observations of the leaf 
blades: 
 1. the entire surface of both stems and leaves covered in long, close-lying hairs when 
                young, which subsequently die off 
 2. outer epidermal layer covered in numerous protruding cellulose warts 
 3. raised bumps where each hair originates on the leaf 
 4. Stomata exclusively found on the abaxial surface of the leaf blade, with stomata rarely 
                if ever present on the adaxial surface.  
Karsten did not indicate a type specimen, though it is inferred that whatever material was used 
was from his own collection(s). 
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Figure 9: A photo of what Karsten would publish as Conchophyllum maximum.



 In 1898, Sijfert Hendrik Koorders then published the new name of Dischidia 
maxima, in Mededeelingen uit 's Lands Plantentuin Volume 19, citing Karsten’s 
Conchophyllum maximum as a synonym. He stated that Karsten accurately described 
and depicted this species in Annales du Jardin botanique de Buitenzorg Volume 12. 

 Finally, in 1907, German-Jewish botanist Otto Warburg revised Karsten’s 
Conchophyllum maximum, within Repertorium Specierum Novarum Regni Vegetabilis 
Volume 3. He was the first to catch Karsten’s error, and per Karsten’s description of C. 
maximum, Warburg knew that he had described a species of Hoya. He noted that 
Karsten must have not been aware of Decaisne’s Hoya imbricata (which, as a reminder, 
was published 51 years prior), as if he had, he would not have believed the leaves to 
belong to a species of Conchophyllum.  

Warburg did not catch, however, that Karsten also used a mixed specimen which 
was composed of two Conchophyllum (Dischidia) flowers he accidentally related to the 
Hoya imbricata leaf blades he had collected. Warburg assumed that Karsten’s specimen 
had very immature flowers, instead of having flowers from a different plant entirely. Even 
with noting the strong similarity with Decaisne’s Hoya imbricata, Warburg proceeded to 
publish a revised name: Hoya maxima (H.Karst.) Warb., commenting that it differed from H. 
imbricata due to: 
 1. ciliated sepals 
 2. long, papillose, pointed corolla lobes 
 3. relatively narrower, velvety to hairy, greenish fruits 
 4. possibly larger leaf blades 
He composes a new latin description, accurately describing Hoya flowers that are, in my 
opinion, congruent with Hoya imbricata, though he obviously believes there to be 
enough variation to keep it separate from that species.  

This brings us to four names being accepted during the period of 1919 - 2001, 
and a brief timeline of everything covered so far: 

1844 - Hoya imbricata Decne. 
1907 - Hoya maxima (H.Karst.) Warb. 

 1919 - Hoya imbricata Decne. forma basi-subcordata Koord. 
 1919 - Hoya pseudomaxima Koord. 
With the latter three names being distinguished from H. imbricata Decne. due largely to 
variation observed within the leaf blades, it was only a matter of time before revision 
occurred. 
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 It is worth noting that there is another Hoya maxima, published in 1863 by 
Johannes Elias Teijsmann, and Simon Binnendijk. This taxon is currently accepted, and 
Kew’s online database Plants of the World Online has mistakenly associated this 
species with H. maxima (H.Karst.) Warb. When viewing the taxon’s entry on the database, H. 
maxima (H.Karst.) Warb.’s herbarium vouchers are incorrectly shown representing H. 
maxima Teijsm. & Binn. It would seem that a cited voucher is absent from Teijsmann and 
Binnendijk’s publication, but per the description given their H. maxima, and Warburg’s 
H. maxima are clearly not synonymous or even allied. H. maxima Teijsm. & Binn. is 
described as having opposite, elliptic-oblong leaf blades with short, apiculate apexes, 
and round bases. Per this factor alone, it’s very easy to see that this description is not 
referring to H. maxima (H.Karst.) Warb., H. imbricata Decne., or any similar species. 

BLUMEA 46 

 In 2001, Dutch botanists David Kleijn, and Ruurd van Donkelaar brought a much needed 
level of clarity to the four aforementioned species. In BLUMEA 46,  they make many of the 
points that we’ve covered so far, including Karsten’s use of a mixed specimen, and the 
characteristics that distinguish Hoya maxima (H.Karst.) Warb., Hoya imbricata forma basi-
subcordata,  and Hoya pseudomaxima from Hoya imbricata, which they condense into the 
following three factors: 
 1. presence or absence of stomata on the adaxial/abaxial surface of the leaf blades 
 2. presence or absence of humps on the cuticular cells and/or hairs on the adaxial 
                surface of leaf blades 
 3. depth of the incision at the base of leaf blades 
Notice how any mention of flowers is absent from this list. They note that obviously there are 
minor variations in the size of flowers, and floral characteristics, but that the floral morphology 
itself remains relatively constant throughout all of the plants with different leaf blade 
characteristics.  

Due to this, they state that they do not believe the variation in the vegetative traits 
justifies the separation of the various collections into distinct and separate taxa. Kleijn and 
Donkelaar proceed to place Hoya maxima (H.Karst.) Warb., Hoya imbricata f. basi-subcordata, and 
Hoya pseudomaxima in synonymy with Hoya imbricata Decne. This act swept the board, and 
brought things back to just one name once more, Hoya imbricata. That is, until 2014. 
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Hoya imbricata Decne. subsp. 
megapollinia Kloppenb. 

Thirteen years later, in 2014, American agronomist 
Robert Dale Kloppenburg described a new 
subspecies: Hoya imbricata subsp. megapollinia 

within the pdf publication, Hoya New Volume 2, 
Number 3. He designates the type specimen 
CAHUP 41559, and explains that he separates this 
subspecies due to the notably larger pollinaria, 
citing that all of the previous specimens he had 
studied had pollinia that varied in length from 0.38 
mm to 0.81 mm long. He states that this specimen’s 
pollinia measures 1.09 mm in length, about 26% 
larger than 0.81 mm, and he claims - the sixth 
longest pollinia of the entire genus. He remarks that 
nearly all parts of this specimen are larger than 
others studied. 

As it stands now, H. imbricata subsp. megapollinia 
is a valid and accepted taxon, establishing the 
autonym of Hoya imbricata subsp. imbricata. 
Whether or not this determination by Kloppenburg 
is distinct enough to stand as its own subspecies, 
will be determined by future publications, and how 
the name is cited going forward.  

I believe that Kloppenburg unintentionally reveals 
an error with this diagnosis when stating that “nearly all parts are larger than others studied”, as 
it’s expected a collection of a particularly large specimen of Hoya imbricata would support 
notably larger characteristics in other or all areas. Like other morphological features, pollinia 
size is a variable factor, and his own observations 
and measurements support this. Per his own 
measurements, 0.38 mm is about 53% smaller 
than 0.81 mm. This is a larger difference between 
his comparison of the 0.81 mm and 1.09 mm 
measurements by nearly 30%, which begs the 
question: why did he not describe a H. imbricata 
subsp. minipollinia? In my opinion, Kloppenburg’s 
H. imbricata subsp. megapollinia will not withstand 
future scrutiny and today’s standards of peer 
review, though until that happens, the current 
status of this name will remain accepted. 
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Figure 10: Kloppenburg’s type specimen

Figure 11: An image of a pollinia from a 
specimen of Hoya imbricata subsp. 
megapollinia. Photo: Dale Kloppenburg



Summation 

This brings us to the conclusion of the taxonomic history, ending with two accepted 
names: Hoya imbricata subsp. imbricata, and Hoya imbricata subsp. megapollinia, along with 
several synonyms which should no longer be in use. While I basically never see the H. 
pseudomaxima name being used today, I do occasionally see the H. imbricata f. basi-
subcordata, and even more often see the H. maxima name in use, both from hobbyists, and 
reputable collectors, growers, and sellers/distributors. Most claim that what makes H. maxima 
different from H. imbricata is larger leaf blades. As we’ve just explored, not only is H. maxima a 
name which should not be used for any plant resembling H. imbricata (as that name refers to a 
different species), H. imbricata itself is a very versatile species that shows a large amount of 
variation in leaf blades. A larger leaf blade typically also holds little to no taxonomic weight, and 
does not make a new species. I hope that this article may serve to (at least on a small scale) lay 
some of these names to rest. 

Below is a condensed timeline of the taxonomic history: 

1840 - Joseph Maxime Marie Calléry collects one of the syntype specimens, along with 
the lectotype specimen. 

1844 - Joseph Decaisne publishes Hoya imbricata. 

1895 - Gustav Karl Wilhelm Hermann Karsten publishes Conchophyllum maximum. 

1898 - Sijfert Hendrik Koorders publishes Dischidia maxima, placing C. maximum in 
synonymy. 

1907 - Otto Warburg revises C. maximum, and publishes the revised name Hoya maxima. 

1919 - Sijfert Hendrik Koorders publishes Hoya imbricata forma typica (nom. inval.), Hoya 
imbricata forma basi-subcordata, and Hoya pseudomaxima. 

2001 - David Kleijn and Ruurd van Donkelaar place H. maxima, H. imbricata f. basi-
subcordata, and H. pseudomaxima into synonymy with H. imbricata. 

2014 - Robert Dale Kloppenburg publishes Hoya imbricata subsp. megapollinia, 
establishing the autonym: Hoya imbricata subsp. imbricata.  
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Hoya imbricata subsp. imbricata is the type species of section Peltostemma, a section 
named in reference to the seemingly peltate leaf blades (though the margins of the leaf blades 
do indeed reach the base of the petioles, so although they superficially appear peltate, using 
this term in reference to the species is a bit misleading). This section is characterized by 
dramatically long anther appendages that extend out beyond the apex of the inner corona lobes, 
as well as the conical corona lobes that have a more elevated inner lobe, which is raised above 
the level of the outer lobe. The section is shared with six other currently known species: Hoya 
caudata Hook.f., Hoya sumatrana S.Rahayu & Rodda, Hoya soidaoensis Kidyoo, Hoya phuwuaensis 
Kidyoo, Hoya sangguensis S.Rahayu & Rodda, and Hoya flagellata Kerr, the latter of which has had its 
status previously debated. Databases currently cite it as a synonym of H. caudata, though it has 
appeared reinstated in two more-recent publications. It is unclear what the status of this species 
will be going forward, and that’s perhaps a topic for a separate article. 

Ecology 

Hoya imbricata is distributed throughout the Indonesian island of Sulawesi, as well as 
the Philippine archipelago, commonly found from 0 to 600 meters above sea level. It is a unique 
species, as it is the only member of the entire genus that displays the habit of unilaterally 
aborting foliage, creating only one single leaf per node, instead of two opposite leaves per node 
(though it seldom retains both leaves, when this happens they become pressed together, 
creating the appearance of a single leaf with no visible underside). A dense network of roots 
emerge from each node underneath the singular leaves, concealing nearly the entire root 
system. 
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Figure 12: Illustration of a single Hoya 
imbricata flower by Vespirs Blake 
Hackney.



Like a majority of the genus, it is an epiphyte, growing directly on the surface of tree 
trunks and branches. In multiple publications the species is said to occur in open rainforests, as 
well as growing on shade trees of abandoned coffee and cacao plantations. It’s remarked that 
the plants can be difficult to spot, as their mottled leaf blades and appressed habit causes them 
to visually melt into the tree trunks they occupy. Another interesting observation is that the 
species seems to prefer the trunks of trees, rather than the branches (although they do not 
exclusively grow on trunks), and it’s speculated that this preference serves an important 
purpose to the plants, as the amount of water and nutrient run-off that passes over the plant is 
increased at a more vertical angle (as opposed to branches, where rain does not run 
horizontally along the length of the branch). While H. imbricata faces many of the challenges 
that other epiphytes have to endure, such as exposed and unforgiving growing conditions, 
exposure to periods of drought, and a lack of readily available nutrient access, it has many 
unique advantages and participates in a fascinating and complex symbiotic relationship. Hoya 
imbricata is possibly the most recognizable myrmecophyte of the genus.  
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Figure 13: A specimen of Hoya imbricata in-situ, observed in Manolo 
Fortich, Bukidnon. Photo: Rey Pee 



Myrmecophytes are plants which maintain close relationships with colonies of ants, living 
in communities held together by complex mutualistic symbiosis. The convex, domed leaves 
pressed tightly against the trunks leave hollow spaces underneath, which not only provide 
pockets of protection for the roots, shielding them from the exposed conditions these plants 
grow in, but also provide a perfect refuge for the arboreal ant colonies that live in tandem with 
this species. A part of a plant that is modified to accommodate ants is called a 
myrmecodomatium, and the leaves of H. imbricata are an example of an external type of these 
modified anatomical features. 

The many species of ants that live alongside these plants utilize these spaces 
underneath the leaves in a variety of ways. They stockpile collected organic matter, create 
chambers to house eggs and rear larvae, and seek shelter from the elements or potential 
dangers. In exchange, the ants provide important micronutrients and macronutrients to H. 
imbricata coming from their nutrient-rich nest, and from feces deposited underneath the leaves. 
Because the ant colonies store organic matter and debris beneath the leaf blades, they provide 
a sort of media for the roots of the plant to grow into, which the plant otherwise would not have 
in the absence of the ants. The activity of the ants under the leaf blades releases carbon dioxide 
which is absorbed by the plant via the stomata on the abaxial surface of the leaf blades. The ant 
colonies also act as defense, as any creature posing a threat to the plant (whether that be from 
herbivory or pestiferous organisms) is kept at bay by the swarm of the colony. This species is 
almost always observed to grow in tandem with arboreal ant colonies, and has seldom been 
seen to exist without them. 
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Figure 14: Ants occupying the underneath of a leaf on Hoya imbricata. Photo: JoJo De Peralta.



 
Ants likely serve little to 
no purpose in pollination, 
and contrary to beliefs 
spread around the 
hobby, the same can be 
said for all other species 
of Hoya. For most Hoya, 
non-ant insects are the 
primary pollinators 
(speculation points 
particularly towards 
Lepidopterans), and 
there seems to be 
nothing indicating that 
this also wouldn’t be the 
case for H. imbricata. 
Given the pale coloration 
of the corollas, as well as 
the night-emitted 
fragrances following a 
circadian rhythm, moths 
would seem to be a good 
contender. In many other 

species of myrmecophytic Hoya, ants do play a 
vital role in seed-dispersal, with most 
myrmecophytic species being both 
myrmecochorous (a plant whose seeds are 
dispersed by ants), as well as anemochorous (a 
plant whose seeds are dispersed by the air/wind). 
I won’t explore that phenomenon here, as it is 
unclear whether this behavior occurs with Hoya 
imbricata, though I wouldn’t be surprised if it 
does.  

There is much more to be said about the 
nature and ecology of myrmecophytic 
relationships in general, as although H. imbricata 
is widely known for its affiliation with ants, it is far 
from the most complex examples of 
myrmecophily within the genus. I hope to explore 
more myrmecophytic species both in this genus, 
and in the sister genus Dischidia in future issues 
of Stemma. ✿ 
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Figure 15 (above): Ants occupying the underneath 
of a H. imbricata leaf. Photo: Pinoyplants. Figure 
16 (right): Seed pods on the previously pictured H. 
imbricata. Photo: Rey Pee.
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Figure 17 (above left): A collection of Hoya imbricata with red coronas from the Municipality of Lagawe, in the 
province of Ifugao. Photo: Ara Zely. Figure 18 (above right): An all green leaf phenotype of Hoya imbricata in 
the collection of the late Ted Green, and his wife Dorothy Green. Photo: Dorothy Green. Figure 19 (below): A 
collection of Hoya imbricata with pink coronas from the Provincial capitol grounds of Lanao 
del Sur province (Marawi City), in Northern Mindanao. Photo: Jane Grospe Deita.
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New Cultivar: Hoya ‘Carol’ 
Surisa Riampreeda 

  Hoya ‘Carol’ is a hybrid I made at my nursery by crossing Hoya wallichii (Wight) C.M.Burton and Hoya 
phyllura O. Schwartz, with wallichii being the pod parent. I have several clones of phyllura, and used a 
darker orange flowering collection as the pollen donor for this cross. The seedling I ultimately 
selected from this pod to name as a cultivar was originally called SS 22-09. 
 Hoya ‘Carol’ has clusters of 5-12 reflexed flowers with red-purple coronas similar to wallichii and 
glabrous, pale orange corollas similar in color to its father, phyllura. The flowers are around 1.5cm 
in diameter and have a very light, sweet scent. The buds are lighter in color. 
 This cultivar has a bushy, non-twining habit and is an easy, non-fussy Hoya to grow if you give it 
the proper conditions. It can flower year round. I grow it in about 70% sun with high humidity and 
in a temperature range from 22-32C (about 70-90F) and in these conditions the leaves range in 
size from 5 x 10cm to 8 x 19cm, depending on fertilization, with an internode length ranging from 
5-15cm depending on light and fertilizer (shorter internode length in high light). 
 Hoya ‘Carol’ must be propagated vegetatively from cuttings, as seedlings will not be genetically 
identical and will not share the unique traits of this plant. 
 I named this cultivar after Carol Noel, who lives on the Big Island of Hawaii. Carol has been 
growing and sharing knowledge about Hoyas for many years, and is always eager to help new 
growers with advice! She has published many Hoya cultivars herself, including ‘Noelle’,  ‘Sunrise’, 
‘Iris Marie’ and others. 

Surisa Riampreeda • Nakhon Si Thammarat • Thailand • montelahoya@gmail.com 
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Above: Hoya ‘Carol’ at anthesis. 

Right: in bud stage



 

  

22

Above, two clones of H. phyllura. The darker one, on the right, is one of 
‘Carol’s parents. Below, leaves of ‘Carol’ on right compared to those of H. 

wallichii, left.



Variations in Species in the  
Hoya finlaysonii (wight) Complex 

Pattamate Watthanasakulcharoen 

with a forward from Dia Baricuatro 

The Hoya finlaysonii complex is a horticulturally popular group of hoyas grown mostly for 
their beautifully patterned leaves. The species are characterized by morphologically near-
identical flowers with reflexed corollas that are generally yellow or cream, some of which 
have dark colored margins. They are effectively separated by their leaves, particularly by 
size, secondary venation and lamina edge. The oldest species of the group is Hoya 
finlaysonii published in 1834 and found in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and India. Other 
members are Hoya callistophylla T. Green, Hoya ranauensis T. Green & Kloppenb., Hoya 
clemensiorum T. Green, Hoya vitellinoides Bakh f. and Hoya meredithii T. Green. Over the 
years, more phenotypes and variants have been extracted from the wild, some straddling 
the habits of two or more species, others with faint venation making identification difficult 
and requiring a clearer delimitation and description of the species. Presented here are 
some of the clones that are in circulation with notations on their origins and cultivar 
names. - D.B. 
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The Late Great Ted Green 
Rachel Colette Conroy 

 

Ted (Theodore) Green, of Kaʻaʻawa, Hawaii, passed away in his 100th year on July 21, 2022. He 
was born on October 10,1921, to Lottie Green and Stelios Tripolitis, in Fresno, California. His 
adopted father was Andrew David Green. 
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I probably don’t have to tell anyone here who Ted is, as his work in the Hoya genus was 
expansive in breadth and duration, but it bears recording. Ted Green was one of the forefathers 
of the modern Hoya community. For decades he brought people together. He organized 
expeditions into the regions where Hoyas grow in situ, hosted collectors at his home and garden 
in Hawaii, collaborated with other taxonomists working with Hoya, and traded and sold plants to 
international collectors. 

He turned 100 last year, publishing Hoya bauensis around the same time. For Ted, ageing was 
something he would get to when he was done being busy with his plants, his research, and his 
family. Ageing was something that happened in some separate sphere, where those who knew 
and loved him would face it while he was still busy being Ted Green.  

Being Ted Green, at 100, involved the annual updating of his online catalog, planning where he 
wanted to go on his next collecting trip, and hosting guests (usually weekly) to the Kaʻaʻawa 
paradise that he and Dorothy, his wife and business partner since 1977, call their home. Their 
home has also long been the headquarters of Green Plant Research. This consists of an 
upstairs office full of journals, sketches, print catalogs from days past, old documentation of 
every sort, and Ted’s herbarium. Among these ephemera were notes and receipts about who 
sold or traded which plants to whom 30 years ago, and details regarding old successful 
experiments with cloning Hoyas. 

Ted was known for his early adventures into Hoya territory, making friends along the way at 
every stop, and for introducing many of the Hoyas we grow today into the trade. Many had not 
been seen since their initial publication a century or more prior, or at all. He is also known for his 
longtime friendship with Robert Dale Kloppenburg, for publishing some especially well-loved 
Hoyas, and for his sense of humor which came through in his casual articles but especially in 
his emails with friends in the community. Anyone who also loved and grew Hoyas became Ted’s 
friend if they reached out with a request to trade, buy, or puzzle something out. To me, he will be 
remembered for his approachability. He was well-known for his eagerness in responding to 
requests and questions, and for issuing invitations for garden visits to fellow hobbyists. If he had 
the ability to spend time in his yard with someone who loved plants, he would gladly do so.  

Early Days in Hoya 

Ted always had a love for plants and the natural world. As a young 6th grader in Fresno he 
shared this love of nature with his playmate, (Robert) Dale Kloppenburg, who lived up in the 
nearby mountains. They spent their summers getting up to all sorts of fun. They had developing 
parallel interests in orchids and tropical fish. When High School started, Dale had to live in a 
hotel during the week in order to attend, as his home was so remote. 

Ted left California in 1941 to attend the University of Hawaii, Manoa. He studied Landscape 
Architecture there until he was called to fight in WWII in the US Navy. Ted fought in the Solomon 
Islands Campaign where he survived the sinking of his LST (Tank Landing Ship) and was 
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for his efforts on the island of Vella Lavella in 1943.  
After returning from the war and spending some time away from his studies, Ted returned to 
university and had completed his degree by 1963. He spent some time working at the Foster 
Botanical Garden in Honolulu, HI and was soon working as a Landscape Architect in the 
planning department for the city. 
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As his career evolved, the city sent him on a trip to Guadalcanal to find new trees for the 
Honolulu Street Tree Program . It was there in the Solomon Islands where he was hiking with 1

his friend and fellow orchid grower Geoff Dennis  that he saw Hoya guppyi in bloom. Later, in 2

this same area, he found Hoya subcalva in an area very near where he saw action in WWII and 
near to where JFK’s first wartime boat was sunk. He has since always cited this as his favorite 
Hoya. He describes it as growing vigorously and smelling of Welch’s grape juice and on his 
price list he writes “THIS IS GOOD!”. Those words make me smile when I see them next to a 
Hoya he likes; I just really get it! 

This trip extended into Australia and New Guinea and Ted had the opportunity to meet others 
who were also interested in and knew a lot about the genus Hoya: David Liddle and Paul 
Forster, Peter Tsang and York Meredith. These friendships turned into an information network 
that carried on in between their various travels. Ted writes on his website that he first got Dale 
Kloppenburg interested in Hoyas in 1965, which would have been after his first sightings in 
nature. 

When I asked Dorothy more about these relationships, she explained from her perspective “…
Back in the 1970s it seems all the Hoya people were in touch with each other because they 
were honestly trying to figure out the names of these plants, and to identify the Hoyas they 
found in the forests. Rather than calling it arguing, it was a mixture of discussing, and some 
arguing, but always with one objective, and that was to correctly identify what they had. They 
shared documents with each other from over 100 years ago when the botanists were out there 
collecting. He did argue with Dale K., actually more than anyone else, but that’s all it ever was.” 

Gaining Momentum 

Through the 1970s and ‘80s Ted was traveling, collecting and identifying Hoyas from their 
locations, and growing them at his home. As he got more involved with identification and 
collection, he started to sell some of his Hoyas,  

In the 1980s Ted managed to get his old buddy Dale Kloppenburg much more interested in 
Hoyas. Kloppenburg joined up with some friends in California and the surrounding states to form 
the West Coast Hoya Society with the stated aim of becoming a chapter of the Hoya Society 
International . 3

When the relationship between the WCHS and the HSI soured, Dale Kloppenburg evolved the 
West Coast Hoya Society and its newsletter into the International Hoya Association and its 
journal Fraterna. Ted started to write regular articles for Fraterna about his growing experiences 
and occasionally submitted his own taxonomic publications. Ted’s first publication was in 1988- 
Hoya meredithii in Phytologia 64(4), naming the new species after his friend York Meredith. This 

 Ted worked for Foster Botanical Gardens, Honolulu Parks and Recreation, and shortly after this the State of Hawaii. It’s a little vague as 1

to whether he went on this big trip for the Honolulu Parks and Recreation Street Tree Program or for the State of Hawaii.  

 Geoff Dennis 1918-1995; namesake of Hoya dennisii P.I.Forst & Liddle, Bulbophyllum dennisii J.J. Wood,  Physokentia dennisii 2

H.E.Moore; founder of Honiara Botanic Gardens in Soloman Islands where he was a researcher and curator for much of his later busy 
life; catalogued hundreds of species in the islands.  

 In the first newsletter issued April 1988 by the H.S.W.C., the opening paragraph starts out: “Greetings from the West Coast Hoya 3

Society! As the name implies, we are based on the west coast. It is our desire to stimulate a greater interest in the Hoya Society 
International, in the Hoya plant in general, and to assist Christine Burton, the editor of the Hoyan (sic), in any way possible…We have 
asked Christine Burton to assist the  Hoya Society West Coast in becoming an affiliate chapter of the Hoya Society International, 
because there is no other board of officers in the H.S.I., and according to Christine, “the only thing holding this affiliation up is that half 
of the chapter members must be H.S.I. members.” ..” 
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publication hailed in a new time period for Ted. From this time until well into the 2010s, he would 
travel (usually several times per year) seeking specific Hoyas and meeting up with growers and 
researchers in their native countries. He made friends wherever he went, and they freely shared 
information between themselves, whether it was a location where one might be most likely to 
find a Hoya in situ, or at what herbarium might be found specific rare texts or deposits.  

You can see the pattern of Ted’s research in the way his publication dates are clustered: 
traveling, returning home, studying and researching, eventually publishing anything which he felt 
to be an undescribed species, and then back to traveling. Most usually his particular destination 
was planned so that a particular Hoya of interest might be found. Dorothy told me: ”He went 
looking for certain plants after reading about them in various herbariums or documents other 
people shared with him.” These do not all stand as accepted publications today. Some of this 
was due to Ted simply learning the methodology behind what constitutes a valid publication, 
whereas in some other cases his publications were later opined to be another earlier published 
species. But the body of work Ted leaves in his wake is both interesting and impressive. There 
are whole worlds of it to explore.  

Ted went from traveling alone to taking out groups of friends and fellow researchers. He became 
an honorary board member of Fraterna and started contributing a substantial piece to nearly 
every issue. He was still avidly growing Orchids as well as his Hoyas and continued to study 
them. I’ve barely scratched the surface on his work with Orchids, so will briefly summarize the 
highlights: he published two different species of Spathoglottis and a book entitled Orchids in 
Hawaii. He held a lifetime membership in the American Orchid Society and as a member he was 
on their Preservation Committee and served as the President of the Pacific Orchid Society. He 
cultivated a multitude of Spathoglottis hybrids in an array of color forms.  

In a 1992 interview by post with the late Ann Wayman (former EIC of Fraterna), Ted tells her that 
about 10% of his sales were Hoyas and the rest were orchids. Over time most of the orchids 
have gone and the Hoyas remained. Not for a lack of love for the Orchidaceae family, but out of 
love for Hoya. As you can see in a short interview below, Hoya sales started out of financial 
necessity. Ted also tells Ann that there are a good number of Hoyas he counts as solely among 
his “personal collection”, not kept for propagation purposes, that he just loved having around.  

The cloning work (using in vitro tissue culture) that he had started in Orchids continued in Hoya 
and he cloned both H. spartioides (then Absolmsia spartioides), Hoya meredithii and many 
others. Ted told of having made a special trip to Borneo to replant some of his cloned Hoya 
spartioides in an effort to repopulate the devastated region where it had been originally collected 
(see list of selected articles). His cloned Hoya meredithii grew to become a sizable mother plant.  

He traveled on several trips per year (up to six!) until 2014 when it became more difficult and he 
focused on his growing, research, and publications.  

We grow Hoyas he collected personally or sold from his home long before importing was a 
common thing. These will always remain with us as a reminder of him, as will his writing. Still, I 
know I am not alone in noticing a great void. I want to be able to ask him my questions and 
record his answers. I did not take this for granted when he was still here, but I am reminded 
every time I now think to myself “I will ask Ted…” and then catch myself, that our hobby is not 
only Hoyas, but also the people who grow them and the time spent with them, and the carrying 
forward of a network of interconnected stories and shared experiences. Ted was part of building    
this community and really embraced it throughout his life. It reminds me to not only appreciate 
and lean-in with our renowned collectors and the stories they hold, but each grower and 
collector I connect with personally around the world and in my own local community. 
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Some memories from Dorothy Green 

I had asked Ted some specific questions before he passed away that he never had a chance to 
answer. Dorothy wanted to attempt to answer some of them. Dorothy describes herself as a 
late-comer to Hoyas because she was home or watching the grandchildren more than traveling 
or studying in their early days together, but she was a serious partner by the 2000s, both co-
authoring articles and posing questions in identification forums. She traveled with Ted frequently.  

Dorothy was there the entire time as Ted, Dale, Torill Nyhuus, Eva-Karin Wiberg, David Liddle, 
Christine Burton, and their peers bore forth the Hoya community that we are all a part of today. 
Her devotion to Ted is fierce. In writing this I wish to honor her devotion to Ted as much as Ted’s 
to the community. I hope the days to come bring peace and eventual happiness after this time of 
enormous loss.  

Rachel Conroy: What did you and Ted think of how the hobby has changed?  

Dorothy: He and I agreed that it has, in many cases, just become a way to make money. That’s 
okay. We also agree that we wish people from various countries could sell their own product to 
earn money for themselves. Of course he went into The Philippines, Borneo, Indonesia, 
Thailand. Collected cuttings. Did grow them, did sell them. He went looking for certain plants 
after reading about them in various herbariums or documents other people shared with him. We 
would like to see the effort to bloom and identify them before they are sold anywhere, by 
anyone, or taken from the forest especially in large quantities.  

RC: Did Ted have a favorite season or time frame from his life? 

Dorothy: I think Ted’s best time of life was from 1980 until 2015 when he was able to travel and 
indulge his love for tropical plants and the people and the food from that part of the world.  
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RC: Ted and DK went on a great many adventures together and were wonderful friends as I 
understand it. Were there any particularly memorable times when they didn’t see eye to eye or 
disagreed with one another? About anything from where to setup a tent to a species publication. 
How would you describe their friendship? It’s such a treasure to have friends who understand 
and share a passion.  

Dorothy: Ted and Dale went on a trip to Vanuatu once. I can’t remember what happened but 
Dale got mad about something. Not at Ted. But he left and Ted was on his own. I think it had to 
do with a driver overcharging them. Ted stayed mad at him about that, but they were still really 
good friends. 

RC: What was it like starting your sales business in the early days?  

Dorothy: I think Ted started selling plants at a time, the early 1980s, when work was very 
scarce. We had to make money somehow. Plant sales helped.  

RC: How have you adjusted your prices to keep up with inflation? (I paid $20 for a cutting of 
your variegated Hoya sp. aff. burtoniae even though I sent an auction post to show you what 
they are currently going for.) I respect the idea behind your pricing, but your cost of living goes 
up each year. How might you handle this without prices simply based on “Hoyamania”? 

Dorothy: We would increase prices a couple times a year. So I would sit there and suggest an 
increase and give a reason which might be how heavy the plant was, or how little we had of it 
but when it came down to charging more than $30 for 2 nodes of something we backed off. It 
doesn’t really have anything to do with the plant. Also, we were happy with the income. It’s not 
always about money, though. It’s about friendship, too. Feels so good to hear about someone 
saying the plants arrived in good condition and they were happy with them. Now it’s stressful 
because of USPS. We used to ship First Class which took 4 days. Now Priority, sent today, is 
expected to be delivered in six or seven days. That’s stressful to me. I will probably increase 
prices when I figure out how to do it. I will probably add $5 for priority shipping.  

David Liddle and   
Ted on a beautiful    
path on Tioman 
Island, Malaysia. 
Photo courtesy of 
Eva Karin Wiberg.    
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The following text in this section is all from Dorothy Green: 

It was about 1980 when Ted started to make more trips to the Pacific Islands and Borneo. By 
this time he was in touch with Torill Nyhuus and Eva-Karin Wiberg from Sweden, and several 
trips were made with them. They helped each other by sharing contacts, places and resources 
each knew.   

We remember with great fondness the many people we met in all those countries we visited and 
through it all was a shared keen interest in Hoyas. It was one of these planned trips that Ed 
Gilding must have heard about and wanted to join. Ed was 18. I’m sure his Mum must have 
been a bit worried at first.  

We went on a trip to Indonesia with people from the Netherlands- Paul Shirley and Ruurd Von 
Donkelaar. Dale was on several of the trips, especially if we were going to The Philippines. On 
one of those trips, we met Monina Siar, and George Mendoza. Carol Noel was with us on a 
couple those trips too.   

I would say that Ted made a trip every year from about 1980 until 2014 or so. These trips were 
low cost in that we did not stay in 4 star accommodation. But every trip was well organized.  
Drivers, accommodations, hikes out into  the woods, all very well organized and always went off 
without a hitch and I’ve got to say Ted did all that ahead of time. I think as soon as one trip  
ended, he started thinking about the next one.   

Ted liked to draw and paint, and I found, after he died, sketches he had done of Hoyas . I am 4

amazed. They are so good. I found sketches he did of the veins, of various Hoya leaves. Such 
detail. I’m sure any artist can do as well, but what astounds me are the many hours he must 
have spent doing these.    

Ted did not 100% agree with the lumpers in the Hoya community, but one has to go with the 
flow and sometimes if it’s a technical issue there is no way out of it. He also did not always 
agree with The Arch Separator, Dale Kloppenburg.     

[RC: Ted himself says on his website “Personally, I am a lumper and accept the broad variations that occur 
within a species…”. To me as a a far-off observer and reader, it seems like Ted & Dale’s friendship didn’t rely 
only on their shared interests, but also on their differing opinions.] 

 See some examples of Ted’s drawings at the end of this article, pgs 48-49.4
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Above, Ted and Tony Lamb in Borneo finding a specimen of Hoya coriacea. Below, Ted and 
John Hamilton, namesake of Hoya hamiltoniorum. both photos from Dorothy Green. 



Memories of Ted from Eva-Karin Wiberg 

Eva-Karin Wiberg founded the Swedish arm 
of Fraterna as a young enthusiastic 
powerhouse, and that group later evolved into 
the Svenska Hoyasällskapet itself, known in 
English as The Swedish Hoya Society. She 
first connected with Dale Kloppenburg and 
Ted Green as a long distance pen pal in 1989 
and met them in person on her first big 
overseas Hoya adventure in 1995. 

Her name itself is recognizable from Hoya wibergiae, now sunk under Hoya verticillata var. 
verticillata. When she first joined up with “the boys” as a new explorer she found a uniquely 
veined Hoya on the Island of Palawan. She sketched it and went over the drawings with Dale, 
who intended to publish it in her honor as Hoya wibergiae in Fraterna. However, there was a 
mixup with the type material and another Hoya was published as H. wibergeae instead. To this 
day, the clone of Hoya verticillata known as the former Hoya wibergiae Kloppenb. from Fraterna 
14(1):5 (2001) is not the Hoya which was discovered and collected by Eva-Karin in situ on the 
island of Palawan. The latter is still grown by her at home in Sweden, and still needs to be 
studied and so remains Hoya sp. Palawan EKW951102. There are many Hoyas with her 
collection number directly from her excursions and Hoya nabawanensis Kloppenb. & Wiberg and 
Hoya sipitangensis Kloppenb. & Wiberg are two very well-loved and popular species which she first 
discovered and then co-authored. 
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Eva-Karin holding kittens on Tioman Island.



Eva-Karin Wiberg on her friend, Ted Green: 

Something about Ted was that he knew all the trees in the jungle, and never forgot a locale.  

Once in 1998 we went to Ulu Padas, on Borneo , to seek out Hoya phyllura. Ted had spotted it 5

there before. We went on a bumpy road for hours it seemed, and then we came to a closed 
school, nearby an airport, but the landing pit looked like a stony lawn. Ted knew all about that, 
and we walked a bit further into some large trees, and he said to one of the natives, “There, up 
there, grows Hoya phyllura”, and the man climbed up, and came down with a bunch of Hoya 
phyllura (as we thought it was then, later to be published as Hoya clemensiorum) How the hell 
did he know that- because he was Ted Green!  

This happened several times, when we were jungle walking. Ted was always very funny and 
very quick to have a joke to tell. Always smiling and in a good mood. He was very caring about 
all of us fellow travelers.  

We talked a lot, him and me, early with snail 
mail, and later with email, almost every week. 
And he was always funny in his mail to me. On 
my first trip with Ted and Dale, we went to the 
Philippines in 1995. I arrived to the hotel very 
late that night, it was over 1 in the night, but 
Ted was awake and welcomed me. I was very 
impressed with myself to have done that trip all 
by myself, the whole flying took over 27 hours, 
with changing planes and waiting in different 
airports. Very much of the weather was bad on 
different flights. We went to the island of 
Palawan, to a place called Mary’s Cottage; 
really a place in heaven, but the food was 
awful. I got sick there and got campylobacter, 
probably of that chicken served to us that 
night, hungry as wolves we all were so we ate 
that bad chicken. And Ted sent me a 
“Certificate of accomplishment and award”.  6

 Ulu Padas, Sabah, Malaysia. The headwaters of the Padas River in the mountain forest region on the Island of 5

Borneo. 

 editor’s note, RC: I first heard this story when Eva-Karin shared it with Adam Banzhoff (The Knot Dude on YouTube) 6

on a new Podcast that he and his friends Lydia and Jessi host, called Let’s Talk Hoya, Episode 4: ‘Let’s Talk about 
Ted Green’. Hearing him read it made me pull my car over and catch my breath from laughing.
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Memories of Ted from Torill Nyhuus 

There are no words to account for the recent loss of Torill Nyhuus this October. She graced us 
with these words on her friendship with Ted and her son translated them personally. While I 
worked on her input for this article, my heart was with her family and with the board of the 
Svenska Hoyasällskapet/Swedish Hoya Society,  where she formerly served as the President 
for many decades, as well as for a time the Editor-in-Chief of the society’s publication, 
Hoyatelgrafen. She was the heart of the society for as long as she served, and inspired a love of 
the genus in many with her famous collection.  

Torill Nyhuus on her friend Ted Green: 

A 25 year long friendship has ended. I met Ted Green for the first time back in 1997. The year 
after I discovered and joined the Swedish Hoya Society and quickly made good contact with 
their chairman Eva-Karin Wiberg. She asked if I would like to join her on a trip to Asia to look for 
new Hoya species together with Ted Green and Dale Kloppenburg who were among the most 
knowledgeable Hoya growers in the world and the most experienced in collecting species. 

Of course I wanted to join them, what an adventure! 

Ted was very careful and detailed in his planning of these trips, many e-mails landed in the 
inbox months before we were due to leave. Every day of the trip was planned. Ted was just like 
a father for all of us and made sure everyone had a good time and that we didn't put ourselves 
at unnecessary risk. This might sound like he was dry and boring, but that was not the case at 
all. He was very cheerful and often joked, he had lots of humor. He shared his knowledge about 
rainforests and especially about Hoyas. Every day became very educational and I learned a lot 
about many things. I was able to participate in four of his trips before my health temporarily 
stopped me from traveling. We visited The Philippines, Sabah and Sarawak in Borneo, Sumatra, 
and Malaysia in the years 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2002. 
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Torill (r) and Eva-Karin (l) collecting Hoya greenii. Image from Fraterna.



In addition, Ted and his wife visited us in Sweden in 1999. Then Eva-Karin and I organized the 
first Hoya meeting in Sweden for our members because we wanted more people to meet Ted 
and share his knowledge. In 2003 I went to the USA and my only purpose for the trip was to 
learn even more about Hoya, so I stayed two weeks with Dale Kloppenburg in California and 
one week with Ted and Dorothy in Oʻahu, Hawaii. I went home with lots of new knowledge and 
great memories of these two amazing men. 

All these trips were full of exciting experiences, I could probably write a whole book about what 
we have been through but have chosen to share two stories that were the most extreme and 
odd. 

In the fall of 1998, we visited Borneo and had the opportunity to visit a small remote village 
called Long Pa'Sia. There had previously been a four day march through the rain forest to reach 
the nearest road, but when we were there a road had just been built to the village for timber 
transport. 

The road was probably the worst I've ever been on, as soon as it rained a little it turned to mud 
and was very difficult to drive on even though we were traveling in two four-wheel drive jeeps. 
The distance we traveled was 130 km and it took us six hours. 

When we were almost there, we stopped at Long Miau, where some locals were working next to 
the road. We asked where it was most suitable to set up our tents. They told us proudly that 
they had actually built a longhouse for visitors, where we could stay for $1 per person per night. 
It sounded amazing, in the middle of the deep forest. 

The house consisted of one long room, there was a table and a couple of benches to sit on but 
no beds. 
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There were leeches crawling on the floor, so we decided to set up the tents indoors. We hung 
our belongings on hooks in the ceiling so that they would be as inaccessible as possible to all 
kinds of animals. On one long wall there were window openings down to a small river, but there 
were no windowpanes, they were completely open. 

We had to wash ourselves in the river and for the outhouse they had dug a pit outside, with a 
stake driven into the ground next to it that you could hold on to so as not to lose your balance. 
No seat, no walls. It was just a matter of getting comfortable with what was there. The mood 
was at its best and we had a great time in "our" longhouse. Right next to it we found a Hoya 
meredithii with absolutely wonderful and beautiful leaves, similar to our old ordinary Hoya 
meredithii, but a little darker in the leaves and with some silver spots as extra decoration and 
outside one of the gables there was a large plant of Hoya glabra. 

The next day we visited the small village of Long P'Sia which was a couple of km away, there 
was a school, a church and a simple grass runway for small planes. We wandered around 
outside the village and found a hoya with incredibly large leaves; I'm guessing it might be the 
biggest ever found. The longest leaf was 49cm (20”) long! The leaves were most similar to those 
of Hoya clemensiorum. Unfortunately the cuttings did not last long, I don't think that plant is in 
cultivation even in Borneo. It rained a lot on the second night, so we decided to leave on the 
third day because we were worried that the road would be so wet that it would be impossible to 
get back. 

Another absolutely crazy experience we had was in Sumatra in 2002. Eva-Karin and I flew to 
Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia where we met Ted Green, his friend Brian (I don't remember his last 
name) and David Liddle at a hotel. 

Unfortunately, our luggage got delayed and at dawn the next morning we flew on to Sumatra, 
still without luggage. We had agreed with a man there to meet us and drive us around the island 
for a week. The first stop was a place where Eva-Karin and I could buy some clothes to survive 
the next few days. 

We continued for a couple of hours to a village called Bukit Lawang which was right on the edge 
of a large forest, where we had lunch. Our driver didn't speak much English, but I asked if there 
were towels and toilet paper where we were going to sleep. He said that there wasn't, but that it 
was available to buy in a kiosk next door and that we should leave the car at the restaurant and 
walk from there. After walking a few hundred meters between small cultivated fields, we entered 
the forest. 

There was a small river that we followed. On both sides of the river there were steep mountains 
all the way down to the water so you couldn't walk on land. We had to walk on the riverbed, 
there was very little water so most of the river bed was dry and in the places we had to cross the 
water was maybe no more than 30cm/12” deep. The surface of small stones was quite 
uncomfortable to walk on. We walked and we walked, for four hours. When the clock 
approached 6 pm, I started to worry, because I knew from the day before that the sun would set 
and it will be completely dark in less than a quarter of an hour. But suddenly we smelled smoke 
and around the next bend in the river we saw something that I will never forget. There were 
three young guys sitting around a fire where they cooked dinner for us, the food we got was 
delicious!  

Next to the riverbank, they had strung up a tarp between two poles, a primitive shelter for the 
wind. It would be our home for three nights. We had all expected that there would be a house 
where we could sleep. But we would sleep directly on the ground, close together. None of us 
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had a sleeping bag, sleeping mat, flashlight or other things you might need out in nature. We 
went to bed in the same clothes we wore during the day. Luckily, Eva-Karin and I each had a 
bath towel to spread over us as a blanket! 

I guess we slept for an hour or a little more when one of the guys woke us up. It had started to 
rain, and we were told that we had to be evacuated because the water in the river was rising 
fast and we needed to move higher up. The water was only a few cm from reaching the ground 
where we were lying. A guy guided me and David Liddle up a bit through the woods. The rain 
poured down. He "parked" us, lit a candle on the ground and made a small roof over the candle 
with a large leaf to keep it from going out, and then he went back. We thought he was going to 
get the others, but no one else came. There David and I stood, right up and down for two hours 
while the rain poured down. Then he came back and got us, because the water in the river had 
started to go down so we could lie down again. Where all the others were during those two 
hours I have no idea, but somewhere nearby. 

The next morning it was planned that we would go hoya hunting. Only Ted was eager to explore 
the terrain and set off with two of the guys. The rest of us were super tired after the long hike, jet 
lag and too little sleep. 

We stayed next to the riverbed, went up and down a bit and looked for hoya along the edges, 
but the only thing we found in three days was a Dischidia hanging so high that we couldn't reach 
it. We moved our camp to a higher ground, and it was lucky because the next night there was 
even more rain. We decided to head back to civilization as the water in the river had risen so 
that the water reached up to my waist in many places. There was a strong current and it was 
very difficult to wade back. The guys made us walking sticks. We got two each, which we used 
for support as we waded in the fast-flowing water. When we finally reached the village, we were 
all exhausted. Before continuing our journey, we passed by the airport, luckily our suitcases had 
caught up with us! We continued the journey in a more organized form. 

Ted became a really close friend with whom I shared many good laughs and a person from 
whom I learned a great deal. Over the years, we have had a lot of contact via email, Skype and 
telephone. It will be missed, and life will feel very empty without him. ✿ 
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Ted Green’s species publications: 
Hoya meredithii T. Green, Phytologia 64: 304 (1988) ; Named for York Meredith who first 
found it at Bau, Sarawak in Eastern Malaysia.  

Hoya loyceandrewsiana T.Green, Fraterna 21(2):22 (2008); initially described Fraterna 4(4) 
1994, nom.inval. (without type reference).  Ted received his specimen from Mrs. Loyce 
Andrews who had received hers from the Utrect Botanic Gardens. Where Utrect obtained it 
remains a mystery that is still unresolved. Mrs. Andrews called hers Hoya diversifolia B. Ted 
tried guessing at the origin of the mystery Hoya based on how it liked to grow, but he never 
found it in nature (though it became his own most in-demand Hoya on his list). In 2017, the 
species was discovered and recorded for the first time in nature in Vietnam .  7

Hoya meliflua subsp. fraterna T. Green, Fraterna 8(2):9 (1995); (1995(1):2, without type); 
1995(2): 9 (1995), with type. This is a synonym of Hoya meliflua Merr.which was typified in 
2022 .   8

Hoya deykeae T. Green, Fraterna 13(1):15 (2000). Initially described as Hoya deykei. Named 
in honor of Deyke van Donkelaar.  

Hoya lambii T. Green, Fraterna 13(2): 2 (2000).  “Back story on lambii. I was visiting Sydney 
Botanic Garden. Back in the ‘80s or’ 90s. Can’t remember why. Probably Ken Hill had said he 
had some plants for Ted. I knew zero about Hoyas. But these guys did not know that and were 
talking to me as if I did. My sister said I pulled it off. Anyway, I remember as I was leaving, I saw 
this what looked like a Hoya, and a cabbage at the same time. I asked and they gave me a 
piece. Turns out they got it from Tony Lamb, he had it at the Tenom Orchid Center in Sabah. 
Where Tony found it I don’t know but I suppose if I find the publication it would tell.” -Dorothy 
Green; email correspondence with the writer 8/21.  

  While this species is now known to be widespread throughout Borneo (Sabah) , I checked that 9

publication and here is what Ted says about the collection data (Beyond Sydney Botanical 
Garden and Tenom Orchid Center) in his humorous fashion: “I would like to re-collect this 
interesting plant so that there would be at least 2 clones in cultivation but where is it hiding? 
Probably just on the opposite side of the same tree trunk where I hid to get out of the rain!”  

Hoya callistophylla T. Green, Fraterna 13(4):2 (2000). “I named this after its handsome 
leaves.” One of the most widespread species now with many collections. 

Hoya kloppenburgii,T. Green, Fraterna 14(2):11 (2001). Named for his good friend Dale 
Kloppenburg, of course.  

Hoya clemensiorum T. Green, Fraterna 14(3):12 (2001). Found in Sabah, Borneo and first 
thought to be Hoya phyllura because of the shape of the leaf in person compared to the shape 
of Hoya phyllura on the old herbaria and the sort of location where he expected to find it.  

 L.V.Averynov et al., “Preliminary checklist of Hoya (Asclepiadaceae in the flora of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam” 7

Turczaninowia 20(30) p.125

 Michele Rodda, “Taxonomy and typificaPon of Hoya meliflua (Apocynaceae, Asclepiadoideae)” Phytotaxa 247 8

(4):287 (2016).

 Lamb, Anthony & Rodda, Michele, A Guide to Hoyas of Borneo. Kota Kinabalu, Borneo:Natural History 9

PublicaPons, 2016. P.106
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Spathoglottis kimballiana var. antiquensis T.Green, Orchid Digest 65(2):89 (2001).This 
subspecies is from the Antique District of Panay Island in the Philippines.  

Hoya acicularis T. Green & Kloppenb., Fraterna 15(4):7 (2002). 

Spathoglottis chrysodorus  T. Green, Orchid Digest 66(3):141 (2002). 

Spathoglottis sulawesiensis T. Green, Orchid Digest 67(3):151(2003). Found on the side of 
the Tineba mountains on the road to Bada Valley at an elevation of 1500f in Sulawesi  

Hoya tomataensis T.Green, Fraterna 17(2):1 (2004). 

Hoya monetteae T.Green, Fraterna 17(2):10 (2004). Collected on November 4, 2000 at the 10

Tumarbong River delta ... 1 mile below bridge, Palawan Island. 

Hoya sigillatis T.green, Fraterna 17(3):2 (2004). 

Hoya vanuatuensis T.Green, Fraterna 17(2):4 (2006). 

Eriostemma obtusifolioides Gilding & T. Green, Fraterna 23(1)2010. This is a synonym of 
Hoya coronaria Blume. The Hoya itself may not be a separately recognized taxon anymore, but 
this would have been after Ed Gilding’s first trip with Ted, and during Gilding’s peak time 
crossing Hoyas of the Eriostemma section. The collection location is listed in the publication as 
initially Apinapin, Sabah, Malaysia. This clone of Hoya coronaria is often a lovely shade of pale 
green. 

Hoya plicata subsp. rundemensis T.Green, Asklepios 108(19):21 (2010). This is a synonym 
of Hoya rundemensis T. Green. Hoya rundemensis was moved to species status in Michele 
Rodda & Nadhanielle Simonsson Juhonewe (2013) The taxonomy of Hoya micrantha and Hoya 
revoluta (Apocynaceae, Asclepiadoideae),  Webbia,  68:1, 7-16, 
 DOI: 10.1080/00837792.2013.802937. This was the species from Rundum Eva-Karin receives 
from Ted.  

Hoya paulshirleyi T.Green & Kloppenb., Fraterna 23(1;corrigenda):5.(2009).   Collected by 11

the friends and publishers in 1994 on a Botanical expedition in 1994 in Sulawesi “where this one 
plant was discovered on a lunch break at the north end of Tonsu hill near a beautiful small 
waterfall.”-Dale Kloppenberg. Paul Shirley (collection code GPS)  

 According to the data supplied to the InternaPonal Plant Names Index in the protologue. 10

 The corrigenda in this case was to amend the publicaPon from Oct-Dec 2009 when the sp.nov. was 11

published without a laPn descripPon. I placed this in the Pmeline with its first valid publicaPon because 
only a year passed before it was corrected  by the the publicaPon of independent paginaPon that 
corresponded to the iniPal publicaPon’s protologue at the Pme the type was filed. In contrast, I felt it 
was worth it to show Hoya loyceandrewsiana with a more full chronological path to validaPon because it 
was so early in Ted’s career.  
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Hoya tannaensis T.Green & Kloppenb., Fraterna (24)1:5 2011).  This species is unique in 12

that it was collected as a seed, and the Type 2011-2(UC) came from a seedling that had been 
grown out in cultivation.  

Hoya desvoeuxensis T.Green, Asklepios 112: 21 (2011). This species is named for its type 
locality Mt. Des Voeux, Taveuni, where it was found at an elevation of 3280 ft. 

Eriostemma badaensis T.Green & Kloppenb., Fraterna 24(4):16 (2011). (This name is 
unplaced because the genus Eriostemma is a synonym of Hoya).  

Hoya estrellaensis T.Green & Kloppenb., Asklepios 114:20 (2012). 

Hoya amoena subsp. bogorensis T.Green & Kloppenb., Hoya New 2(4):14 (2014) (now 
recognized as Hoya verticillata (Vahl) G.Don. 

Hoya ranauensis T.Green &Kloppenb., Hoya New 2(3):21(2014). 

Hoya amorosoae T.Green & Kloppenb., Hoya New 3(2):3 (2014). 

Hoya bauensis T.Green, Asklepios 127:63 (2021). Formerly known as sp. Kast not for a 
geographic location, but because it was collected by Arne Kastberg in Sarawak. This was 
published the same year that Ted turned 100.  

 Reproduced from the text in the iniPal publicaPon of Hoya tannaensis T.Green & Kloppenb, Fraterna 24(1): 4 12

(2011): “This new Hoya species was originally collected as seed by Hermon Slade. Hermon before rePring to Vanatu 
was an Industrial Chemist who founded “Polymer CorporaPon” in Sydney Australia. He did extensive plant work in 
Papua New Guinea on Orchids and was Chairman of Trustees Papua New Guinea Biological FoundaPon”. He worked 
with Dr. Phyllip Cribb, Taxonomist at Kew, England, on the subject of SecPons Ceratobium and Latouria of the 
Genus Dendrobium. Hermon (now deceased) was born in 1910…Hermon rePred to Vila Vanatu. On his 72nd 
birthday, “BasPlle Day” in 1982 he and a group of orchid enthusiasts went to Tanna Island to climb the acPve 
volcano, en route he “came across a lovely Hoya sp. In full flower, very free flowering, in a lovely pale but disPnct 
vieux rose; the color of Beronia serrulata, well known as a wild flower in Sydney district:” he sent me a packet of 
seed, knowing my intense interest in Hoyas on July 1982. (Dale Kloppenberg).  
These seeds were widely distributed. Ted Green felt we should name this new species, aher all these years. Sort of 
tying up loose ends, so to speak…” 

Lamb, A. & Rodda, M. (2016). A guide to the Hoyas of Borneo: 1-204. Natural history publicaPons (Borneo). 

Michele Rodda & Nadhanielle Simonsson Juhonewe (2013) The taxonomy of Hoya micrantha and Hoya revoluta 
(Apocynaceae, Asclepiadoideae), Webbia, 68:1, 7-16, DOI: 10.1080/00837792.2013.802937
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Some wri)ngs by Ted Green 

1980. “How Big Do Hoyas Grow”. The Hoyan 1(3):62-64. Featuring a plate and 
description of Hoya guppyi Oliv., the first Hoya Ted saw in situ.  

1980. “Nematodes”. The Hoyan 1(3):67. 

1983. “Letter to the Editor” The Hoyan 4(4):103. “I would very much like to 
correspond with anyone who has done tissue culture work with the hoyas or 
dischidias.” 

1984.“Hoya archboldiana Norman.” The Hoyan 5(3):61-61. A hidden gem of an 
article about the history of this species from New Guinea featuring Ted’s favorite 
clone which he received from York Meredith, alongside one of his excellent line 
drawings.  

1985. “Hoya odorata Schlecter”. The Hoyan. 6(3):54. 

“Hoya imbricata Decaisne” .The Hoyan 7(2):27. A worthy read for further context 
alongside Blake Vespirs Hackney’s piece on the species this issue.  

1988. “Hoya meredithii T.Green”. The Hoyan 10(2):25-26. 

1991.“Hoyas/Dischidias and Ants”. Fraterna 2(1):6-7.  “Hoya fraterna versus 
Hoya coriacea - Somebody Goofed on Hoya fraterna Blume” Fraterna Q1 (6)1? 
(1993) 

1993.“A Broom: Absolmsia spartiodes Kuntz”. Fraterna Q4 (6)4 p.3-4.  

1994.“Hoya imbricata: The Shingled Hoya”. Fraterna. Q1 p.10-11. 

1994. “Hoya campanulata Blume”. Fraterna Q3:3-5. Found in Danum Valley, 
East Sabah with the collection #93017. This was not, in fact, Hoya campanulata 
Blume. It was later published as a new species named for the valley where it was 
found; Hoya danumensis. Somehow this makes the story even more thrilling. 

1996. “Hoya Phyllura-The tailed leaf Hoya”. Fraterna Q2:11-12. This was, of 
course, the Hoya clemensiorum that Eva-Karin Wiberg spoke of in the memory 
that she shared. This article covers the story of its discovery from Ted’s 
perspective, but also its habit and cultivation preferences. 

1996. “The Biggest Hoya Vine. A Hoya diptera”. Fraterna 3rd Quarter:2-4. A 
wonderful and fascinating article comparing Ted’s son Steve’s vine of what is 
later determined to be Hoya vanuatuensis against some features in the original 
publication. He also describes a bit of their adventure together on the island while 
out collecting these cuttings. It’s harrowing and endearing. Steve grows his 
exceptional specimen indoors in less than subprime conditions, and it’s a wonder 
to behold. 

1996. “Why Is It?...Hoyas as Succulents”. Fraterna Q4:10-11. 

1997.“Hoya lauterbachii K.Schumann”. Fraterna 10(2) p.8-11. 

1997. “Why is it? About Names” Fraterna 10(3):11-12.  
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1997. “Hoya lobbii Hooker f.” Fraterna 10(4):3-4. Culture, and how his clone 
came to his collection through a series of journeys. The clear comparison to Hoya 
polyneura Hook f. is made when describing the habit. Photos (plus cover). 

1997. “Why Is It? About Hoya Seed”. Fraterna Q1p.6-9. In this article, Ted shares 
about his sterile cloning solution and growing Hoyas in vitro.    13

1998. Hoya coriacea and Hoya fraterna; article and explanation. Fraterna 
11(1):3-4 .The species Hoya fraterna Blume is cited as a synonym of Hoya 
coriacea Blume by three separate known sources since this article was 
published. (footnote:Sources) 

1997. “Hoya leucorhoda Schlecter” Fraterna 10(1)p.614-15. Photographs and an 
article on care and culture informed by Ted’s experience growing the species as 
well as what he saw of it in nature. 

1998. “Hoya darwinii, Hoya mitrata, and Hoya greenii”. Fraterna 11(2):3-7. 

1998. “Three Filipinos: Hoya cumingiana, Hoya densifolia and Hoya 
golamcoiana” Fraterna 11(4):3-6 

1999. “Hoya blashernaezii in Hawaii”. Fraterna 12(1):13-14. 

1999. “The Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew”. Fraterna 12(3):7. 

1999.“The Hoya finlaysonii Group”. Fraterna 12(4):5-12. 

2000. “Hoya hypoplasia Schltr”. Fraterna 13(2):8-10. 

2001. “Absolmsia spartioides- An Update”. Fraterna Q2:6-11. Including three 
separate interconnected pieces on the species from Green, Nyhuus & 
Kloppenberg and genus move to Hoya from Absolsmsia based on the blooms 
witnessed at night by Torill Nyhuus.   
2002. “To Solve a Problem: A Mist System”. Fraterna 15(2)p.13-14.  

2005. “4 Things About Hoyas”. Fraterna 18(3):7-9. 

2005. “Dischidias: Hoya’s Poor Relatives”. Fraterna 18(4):4-6. 

2005. Orchids in Hawaii. Honolulu, Mutual Publishing. 

2007. “Hoya Tissue Culture”. Stemma 1(4):12-14. (Part 2 of a Special 
Propagation Issue): Ted talks about the cloning agent used, sources for further 
reading, and what inspired him to start this. He notes that he successfully cloned 
Hoya meredithii, australis, engleriana, campanulata (which was actually of course 
danumensis), praetorii, lasiantha, darwinii, and “some others”.  

 Ted has shared this formula across mulPple arPcles, and also his opinion that it is expensive and impracPcal. I 13

truly believe he is encouraging anyone to give it a go and see what they can come up with. Fraterna Q1p.8(1997):, 
in the final paragraph: “If you are interested and want to try a likle lab work, the medium that I use is Murishige 
and Skooge, modified with the addiPon of 1-2ppm of BAP, 20gms. of sucrose sugar and an agar with a pH adjusted 
to 5.7. I use either 25mm x 150mm test tubes with a plasPc (Magenta) cap or small baby food jars with a plasPc 
(Magenta) cap. I keep the tubes/jars under 200fc of fluorescent light for 12hrs., 0600 to 1800, and the temperature 
varies between 24c and 27c…”
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2008. “The Species of Sabah”.  Fraterna 21(2):7 (2008). 

2008. “Hoya Leaf Drawings”. Fraterna 21(2): 8-18. 

2010. Dorothy and Ted Green. “Will the real Hoya angustifolia please stand up?”  
Fraterna 23(2):9-17. Identifying the mixup with the type sheet for Hoya tsangii 
Burton and Hoya odetteae Kloppenb. which frustrated Ted. The name Hoya 
angustifolia Elmer is a synonym for Hoya kentiana C.M.Burton because it lacks a 
latin description.  

2009. “Land Beneath the Wind: Sabah, Malaysia”. Stemma 3(4):4-8. From the 
article: “Sabah is known as the Land Beneath the Wind, for it escapes the 
typhoons common in much of southeast Asia. I only know it as the place of plants 
and friendship.” Ted notes that the main purpose of this trip was to find four 
specific plants including Hoya gildingii, Hoya nyhuusiae, Hoya telesmoides, a  
sp.that Tony Lamb called “Mr.White”, and three ground orchids. They also 
planned to see changes at the Kipandi Butterfly Farm, and hopefully find some 
new plants.  

2010. “Don’t Give Up”. Fraterna 23(3):17-18. This little piece features beautiful 
photos of Hoya megalantha in cultivation 3 years apart and supplies some 
encouraging advice. The specimen was collected based on guidance from 
Nathalie Simonsson on Taveuni, Fiji and “it was so obvious and outstanding that 
it was spotted about 10ft. off and 20ft. above the road.”  

2011. Dorothy and Ted Green. “Will the Real Hoya paziae Please Stand Up?”. 
Fraterna 24(3):5-8. 

2011. “An Experiment that Succeeded: Cloning of Hoya Spartioides and 
Returning them to Nature”. Fraterna 24(1):11-12. This shows cloned Hoya 
spartioides plantlets in a tube and potted up at all stages through maturity. Ted 
states his aim to return these 30 plantlets to  specific host trees in Sipitang, 
Nabawan and Kipandi near the butterfly farm he often visited to attempt to 
repopulate the species as much as he can after the deforestation of the original 
collection locality.  
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Selected Wri)ng About Ted Green  

1992. Ann Wayman. “International Hoya Association Interview”: Ann Wayman 
with Ted Green; Fraterna Q1:14-16.  

1995. “Hoya greenii Kloppenb.” Fraterna 8(2):12 (1995). By Dale Kloppenberg. 
The publication and story of the adventurers discovering Ted Green’s namesake 
Hoya, and the original publication of the species.  

1996. Dale Kloppenberg.“In Memorium: for Geoff Dennis”: Fraterna Q2p.11-12.  

1996. Jerry Williams, “In Search of Hoyas”: Fraterna Q1 p.7-11. On the mid-
October trip to Palawan Island organized by Ted and which included Dale 
Kloppenberg, Eva-Karin, Ed Gilding, and of course Jerry. This was the trip where 
Eva-Karin collected the clone of Hoya diversifolia then called el-nidicus, and the 
famous Mary’s Cottages chicken. It’s a charming story with a typhoon ending! 

1996, 1997. Paul Shirley, “Sulawesi Tengeh 1994”: Fraterna Q3:5-6 (1996 
Fraterna Q4:3-7 (1996) (multipart article); Fraterna Q1p.3-6 (1997).. From the 
introduction: “The following article is republished from Asklepios 66 (1995) by 
reciprocal agreement…This was an (sic)botanical expedition of Dutch botanists, 
photographers and plant enthusiasts joined by Ted Green of Hawaii and Dale 
Kloppenberg of California. In addition to the main contingent of 9 people we were 
joined part of the trip by Juul & Evert Wessels and D.M.Dideribe of the 
Netherlands.  

2000. Chuck Everson. “Lifetime Achievement Awards Given”: 
Fraterna13(1):23-24. 

2001. Paul Shirley.“Sulawesi Tengeh 1994 Update”: Fraterna 14(3). 2007. Carol 
Noel. “Collecting: In the Philippines”: Stemma 1(3):13-18. Carol shares 
experiences adventuring through Palawan on a trip organized by Ted.  

2008. “Travel: In Borneo”. Carol Noel: Stemma 2(2):5-15.  
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An illustration of Hoya subcalva by Ted Green. Many illustrations he had made were found by 
Dorothy in multiple binders after his death. I found these referenced by Ted in an interview by mail 
with Ann Wayman as part of his record keeping system for the plants he grows (Fraterna Q1 
1992). This is his favorite Hoya. As he would say about the plant itself: THIS IS GOOD! 
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                                                      Hoya latifolia illustration by Ted.  

                                                                            ✿
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